
Dear Friends, 

Several proposals of significant concern found their way into the 
Legal Ads recently, while most people were rightfully distracted 
by wildfires. Comment deadlines are imminent, so we are glad we 
caught them! 

The proposals involve development in the floodplains of 
the Methow and Chewuch Rivers, and are significant 
because of the potential precedents they set for future 
development in sensitive or hazardous areas. 
It is critically important that these proposals receive attention and 
public comment by concerned citizens! 

The following proposals need to be addressed with two separate 
comments, addressed to separate entities: 
 
1. Town of Twisp: "Day Floodplain Development Project" 
Property owners have submitted an application for a floodplain 
development permit to construct a single family residence and 
improve an access road within the 100 year floodplain, shoreline 
and critical areas of the Methow River, near the confluence with 
the Twisp River in the Town of Twisp. 

Information and Printable Comments: Click this link to view 
the application. Click here to view a map of the proposed 
construction, or this map showing the wetlands and buffers. 
Additional application materials can be found on the MVCC 
website. 
The suggested comment letter is here. Read it to see why this 
proposal may be of concern to you, and please consider printing, 
signing and sending! They can also be emailed to 
townplanner@townoftwisp.com 
Comments are due Thursday, September 24. 

2. Okanogan County Public Health: On-site Sewage 
Disposal Variance Requests 
Four landowners in the Cottonwood Lane neighborhood, on the 
Chewuch River north of Winthrop, have applied to Public Health 
for variance requests to allow them to use holding tanks for 
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sewage disposal for cabins and/or RVs. Most, if not all, of the 
properties on Cottonwood Lane are in the floodplain of the 
Chewuch River. According to the Methow Valley News, some or all 
of the sites currently rely on illegally installed, unpermitted septic 
systems. 

At issue here is a lack of coordination between County 
departments that allows code violations to slip through the 
regulatory cracks. For example, it is questionable whether some 
of the structures proposed for on-site sewage are compliant with 
Methow Review District zoning (which prohibits "structures for 
human habitation and any sewage disposal facilities" in the 
floodplain). If the Health Department issues variances for sewage 
before dealing with the current illegal structures and sewage 
disposal systems, it sets a very bad precedent for future 
development.  

Information and Printable Comments: The suggested 
comment letter is here, with the address for mailing. There is no 
email option for these comments. Please read them to see why 
these proposals may be of concern to you, and consider printing, 
signing and sending! 
Comments should be mailed no later than Monday, 
September 21.  

Due to the complexity of these situations, we regret that there is 
no way to boil down the suggested comment letters into layman's 
terms, but we are happy to answer your questions if you contact 
the office or respond to this email. 

You should also feel free to contact the Town of Twisp and 
Okanogan County Public Health with your questions - it is helpful 
for them to see the level of interest in these issues, and respond 
appropriately. 

Thank you in advance for your quick response to this 
important matter! 
The MVCC Board of Directors 
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